[Immunological and physicochemical properties of Cry j II, the second major allergen of Japanese cedar pollen (Cryptomeria japonica)].
Cry j II, the second major allergen of Japanese cedar (sugi, Cryptomeria japonica) pollen was examined for the allergenicity by intradermal test and RAST. Nineteen of the 25 allergic patients examined, showed positive reaction to the Cry j II. Contents of Cry j II in the extracts of the pollen collected in various regions from 1977 to 1991 showed yearly variation ranging from 2.9 to 14 mg/100 g pollen, whereas the amount of Cry j I in the extract was comparatively stable at about 35 mg/100 g pollen. Physicochemical treatments of Cry j I and Cry j II suggested that specific human IgE antibodies and some mAbs bind to conformational epitopes which are denatured and destroyed by certain treatments.